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Rowan House Trauma Informed Services take into account an understanding of trauma in all aspects of service delivery.  
Safety, trustworthiness, choice, collaboration and empowerment are the core values of Rowan House. 

 

Message from the 2018-2019 Board of Directors 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to first and foremost, share our sincere appreciation for the members of each 

of the communities we serve. As domestic violence continues to affect families in southern Alberta, we have been 

able to provide ongoing services to those in need – only because of your support. You have generously accepted our 

calls to action in the form of donated items, cash or sponsorships, by volunteering your time and talents, and even 

taking on a role in our new Community Host Home program. Women and children come to us at very dark times in 

their lives, but you have helped bring them hope and we are honoured to share the gratitude they express for this. 

This past year has been a time of change for our organization as well as growth. After 10 years with Rowan House, 

Sherrie Botten has moved on to new endeavours. We thank her for the time and effort she has put into this Society 

over the years.  

Our Prevention work continues to expand through our School and Community presentations as well as a very 

successful first annual Breakfast with the Guys. We were so pleased to see such a large group of strong male leaders 

in our community join us for an important conversation about the bystander’s role in the prevention of violence. By 

addressing the issue of abuse head on we do not allow it to stay in the shadows where it flourishes. As Maya Angelou 

says: Encouragement to all women is - let us try to offer help before we have to offer therapy. That is to say, let's 

see if we can't prevent being ill by trying to offer a love of prevention before illness.  

Recently we received funding to approach the issue of domestic violence from a different angle – focusing on the 

perpetrator while allowing the women and children to remain in their home. This four-year pilot project in 

Claresholm will explore the process and supports needed for the perpetrators to be brought into a facility to receive 

counselling and education. Their families will also receive support but are able to stay in their home so that their 

lives, school work etc. are not disrupted. The outcome of this program is to develop a template for other 

communities to use to implement this ground-breaking approach.    

With the announcement of a land purchase agreement, we are excited to be working with the Town of Okotoks and 

Westwinds Communities to bring more affordable housing options to the area. Rowan House will be developing 

plans for a 16-unit Second Stage shelter, and the coming capital campaign to make this a reality. We are currently 

studying our donor base and the giving capacity of our area to decide the best approach to take to move forward.  

We look forward to the year ahead and welcome the excitement of new challenges and opportunities as we continue 

to provide support to women and families in this Region. 

Again, on behalf of the Rowan House Board, staff, volunteers and clients, we thank you! 

http://www.rowanhouse.ca/

